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BROOKLYN UTOPIAS: In TRANSITion 

    

Artists’ visions for public transit 

UPCOMING EVENTS and PUBLIC ART UNVEILING 
Brooklyn, NY, October 9, 2013: The Brooklyn Utopias: In TRANSITion project at the 
Old Stone House & Washington Park (OSH) is pleased to present three major 
public programs this fall and the unveiling of a new public art piece. These 
events, along with our corresponding art exhibition, will promote an exciting 
dialogue around the future of public transit and public space in New York City. 

 

Events Schedule  
(see last page for more information on all event participants)  

 
Panel Discussion: “Who Decides Who Rides?” 
Wednesday, October 23, 7-9pm at the Old Stone House, Suggested donation: $5 
**Anyone who donates $5 and up will receive a free raffle ticket to win 2 $15 gift 
certificates to Bicycle Roots bike shop! 
Moderator: Ben Fried, Editor-in-Chief, Streetsblog 
Panelists: Noah Budnick, Deputy Director, Transportation Alternatives; Emily 
Colasacco, Urban Art Program manager, NYC Department of Transportation 
(DOT); and Sara Reisman, Director, NYC Percent for Art and independent 
curator. 
 
This panel will bring together transportation and urban design experts with artists 
and curators to discuss how transportation decisions are made, with a specific 
focus on the role of artists in design and advocacy. Topics will include recent 
citywide initiatives to involve artists in streetscape planning; artists’ attempts to 
mediate and raise awareness of common transit problems; and the outlook for 
the future.  



Immediately following the panel, curator Katherine Gressel will lead participants 
to see the new sculpture on 4th Avenue by Emily Weiskopf in collaboration with 
the NYC DOT. Weiskopf will also be present at the panel to answer any questions. 
 

Public Art Unveiling: Emily Weiskopf, Unparallel Way  
UPDATED TIME: Monday, October 28, 11am, at the traffic median on 4th Avenue 
between 3rd and 4th Streets 
Brooklyn Utopias: In TRANSITion, in partnership with the Old Stone House and the 
NYC Department of Transportation’s Urban Art Program (DOT), is pleased to 
present a temporary public art installation on 4th Avenue by Emily Weiskopf. By 
humorously raising the yellow lines that separate 4th Avenue’s traffic lanes, 
Unparallel Way questions and heightens awareness of the parallel paths we all 
follow, suggesting alternatives in a playful perspective.   Our official opening 
ceremony on October 28 will feature presentations by members of DOT and 
OSH.  

 
Emily Weiskopf, rendering for Unparallel Way, 2013 

 
 

Utopian Brooklyn Subway Art Tour with MTA Arts for Transit & Urban Design 
Saturday, November 2, 1-3pm, FREE 
Tour starts in Brooklyn near OSH (RSVP to find out exact location) Bring an 
unlimited Metrocard, and expect some walking and stair-climbing. 
RSVP required (20 people max). RSVP at: 
http://brooklynutopias.wordpress.com/upcoming-events/ 

MTA Arts for Transit and Urban Design leads this unique tour to visit some of 
Brooklyn’s newest public artwork. Join Deputy Director Amy Hausmann and 
special guest artists to explore site-specific works installed throughout Brooklyn 
from Atlantic Avenue to Coney Island including works by Allan and Ellen Wexler, 
George Trakas, Owen Smith, Francesco Simeti, Portia Munson, Dan Zeller, 
Christopher Russell, Xin Song, Amy Cheng, Odili Odita and more. Brooklyn Utopias 
curator Katherine Gressel also will give a brief intro to the exhibition at the Old 
Stone House, with the option to visit after the tour. 



 

 

Image: Bensonhurst Gardens (2012) © Francesco Simeti, NYCT 18th Avenue Station. Commissioned 
by MTA Arts for Transit and Urban Design. Photo: Etienne Frossard. 

 

About the Exhibit ion 

Brooklyn Utopias: In TRANSITion brings together 19 artists and arts groups responding to 
differing visions of ideal urban transportation systems, or proposing their own. Some artists 
take inspiration from Brooklyn’s existing transportation landscape, while others ask the 
questions, through exaggeratedly Utopian and Dystopian transportation proposals, “Who 
gets to make decisions about the future of transit?” and, "What role can artists play?" 
 
Exhibiting In TRANSITion artists in all media are tackling issues of transportation access, 
affordability, and sustainability. Nicole Schulman re-interprets the NYC Subway map to 
show “transportation deserts” in underserved neighborhoods, while Simonetta Moro 
considers the possibility of canal travel in a city of rising sea levels. Martin McCormack 
employs “friendly corporate speak” and slick renderings in his mock proposal for a rail line 
that would benefit mainly himself and his neighbors at the expense of most Brooklynites, 
commenting on the top-down nature of some of the city’s most notorious transit projects. 
Petra Valentova’s interactive mural of the nearby 4th Avenue allows visitors to literally 
block traffic. More details and photos at brooklynutopias.wordpress.com.  
 
Exhibition dates: September 17, 2013-January 12, 2014 
Location: The Old Stone House and Washington Park, 336 3rd St (between 4th and 
5th Avenues, Brooklyn)  
Hours:  Thursday & Friday, 4 pm - 6 pm/Saturday & Sunday 11 am - 4 pm 

Project Director and Curator: Katherine Gressel 
 
Artist Selection Committee: Katherine Gressel, Curator, Brooklyn Utopias; Noah Budnick, 
Deputy Director, Transportation Alternatives; Emily Colasacco, Urban Art Program 
Manager, New York City Department of Transportation; Kim Maier, Executive Director, 
Old Stone House. 
 
Exhibiting Artists:  Dara Alter, Bicycle Utopia NYC with Nick Normal, Marco Antonio 
Castro, Center for Urban Pedagogy, Heejung Cho, Molly Dilworth, Rebecca Hackemann, 
Samuel Holleran, Martin McCormack, Simonetta Moro, Nancy Nowacek, Carlo 



Sampietro, Nicole Schulman,  Maureen Shea, Petra Valentova, Jason Varone, Emily 
Weiskopf, Ezra Wube  
 
With events and workshops by: Center for Urban Pedagogy, Marie Christine Katz, MTA 
Arts for Transit and Urban Design, and  Transportation Alternatives  

 
 
About Brooklyn Utopias  
Brooklyn Utopias (BU) is an ongoing exhibit and event series, founded in 2009, in which 
artists, young people, activists, architects, designers and urban theorists consider differing 
visions of an ideal city through the “concrete” example of Brooklyn. Previous BU exhibits 
have dealt with such topics as overdevelopment, community preservation, urban 
agriculture, and public space design, and have been recognized by Time Out New York, 
Hyperallergic, The L Magazine, The Brooklyn Daily Eagle, The Brooklyn Paper, and 
Brooklyn Independent TV.  According to Allison Meier in Hyperallergic, "After spending 
time in the tranquility of Brooklyn Utopias: Park Space, Play Space [2012] in the Old Stone 
House…it was possible to imagine...that artists are an essential voice in imagining an 
exuberant, yet intelligently developed, future for the borough." 
 
 
 

Brooklyn Utopias: In TRANSITion is sponsored, in part, 
by the Greater New York Arts Development Fund of 
the New York City Department of Cultural Affairs, 
administered by Brooklyn Arts Council, Inc. (BAC).  
Programming and promotional support provided by 
Bicycle Utopia , The New York City Department of 
Transportation, Old Stone House & Washington 
Park,  and Transportation Alternatives.  
In-kind donations from Bicycle Roots, NYC Bicycle 
Shop, and Recycle-A-Bicycle.  

 

Image on first page: Martin McCormack, detail from “Coney Island Express,” 2013, digital collage 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Event Participants:  
 
Who Decides Who Rides? panel, October 23: 
 
Ben Fried, moderator is the Editor-in-Chief of Streetsblog, which covers issues of 
safer streets, effective transit, and livable cities. Fried joined Streetsblog as a New 
York City reporter in 2008, just as the push to enact congestion pricing was 
peaking. Since then he has covered slightly more successful transit funding 
campaigns, the transportation angle on local elections, and the day-by-day 
transformation of New York City streets. Today he oversees Streetsblog's family of 
sites covering New York, San Francisco, federal transportation policy, and stories 
from around the country of significance to the national movement for safer 
streets and sustainable transportation.  Fried graduated from Oberlin College 
with a concentration in architecture, and he holds a Master’s in Journalism from 
Columbia University. www.streetsblog.org 
 
Noah Budnick, panelist is the Deputy Director of Transportation Alternatives. He is 
T.A.’s senior staff and oversees T.A.’s political strategies to improve and increase 
walking, biking and public transit in New York City. He’s played a key role in 
bringing public input to the City of New York’s long-term sustainability plan, 
PlaNYC, and has built lasting relationships with the public health community, 
engaging them in work to prevent injuries and promote physical activity through 
better design of NYC streets and other public spaces. He is also the chair of the 
board of directors of the Alliance for Biking & Walking, the North American 
coalition of state and local bicycle and pedestrian advocacy groups, and a 
board member of the Brooklyn Greenway Initiative. He was recently honored 
with a Revson Foundation Fellowship at Columbia University. www.transalt.org 
 
Emily Colasacco, panelist has been the Manager of the Urban Art Program at 
the New York City Department of Transportation (DOT) for the past five years. 
While at DOT, she has developed the agency’s first formal public art program 
and has managed approximately 100 temporary art projects. She also manages 
Summer Streets, an annual celebration of New York City’s streets, which invites 
pedestrians and bicyclists to enjoy nearly a seven-mile route filled with art, 
cultural and recreational activities between Brooklyn Bridge and Central Park. 
She also represents the Urban Design & Art Unit on Percent for Art projects 
working closely with the Department of Cultural Affairs and the Department of 
Design and Construction. www.nyc.gov/urbanart.   
 
Jeff Maki, panelist is an artist-programmer in New York City and a principal 
collaborator with Publicworks Office. Jeff writes about the legibility of urban 
infrastructure and advises public and private organizations on the future of 
digital cities. He works as a teaching artist with the Center for Urban Pedagogy 
(CUP), a nonprofit organization that uses design and art to improve civic 
engagement. CUP projects demystify the urban policy and planning issues that 
impact our communities, so that more individuals can better participate in 
shaping them. In 2012, Maki was one of two teaching artists leading CUP’s 



investigation on the extension of the No. 7 subway line to Manhattan’s far West 
Side. www.welcometocup.org, www.jeffmaki.com 
 
Sara Reisman, panelist is a New York-based curator and, since 2008, the Director 
of New York City's Percent for Art Program that commissions permanent public 
artworks for newly constructed and renovated city-owned spaces, indoors and 
out.  As a curator, Reisman has organized exhibitions focused on the politics of 
public space, site-specificity, social practice, sustainability, and cultural 
transformation for venues including The Cooper Union School of Art, Smack 
Mellon, Queens Museum of Art, and Socrates Sculpture Park (all in New York); the 
Philadelphia ICA; Museum of Contemporary Art, Banjaluka, Bosnia-Herzegovina; 
Kunsthalle Exnergasse, Vienna, Austria, among others. She was the 2012-13 guest 
curator for Forever & Today, Inc., the 2011 critic-in-residence at Art Omi, and a 
2013 Vilcek Curatorial Fellow, with support from the Foundation for a Civil Society. 
 
 
Utopian Brooklyn Subway Art Tour, November 2: 
Amy Hausmann, tour leader is the deputy director of MTA Arts for Transit & Urban 
Design. In conjunction with a massive rehabilitation program launched in the 
1980's, MTA Arts for Transit was created to oversee the selection of artists and 
installation of permanent artworks in subway and commuter rail stations. The 
program encompasses Music Under New York, a Transit Poster Program and the 
Lightbox Project, a series of photography exhibits.   

 

Public Art installation, 4th Avenue:  
Emily Weiskopf is a Brooklyn-based artist.  Her work explores the notion of the 
cycle, the beaten path, and the parallel lines that we let guide us. She attempts 
to challenge common viewpoints by using light and line to propose alternative 
tracks and paths. Weiskopf received her MFA from Tyler School of Art, Temple 
University. Her artwork has been exhibited nationally and she has won residencies 
and awards at the Wassaic Project, Vermont Studio Center, and Artist Pension 
Trust, among others. She was a finalist for the 2011 Rome Prize.  


