
REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS: Brooklyn Utopias: IN TRANSITion 

BROOKLYN UTOPIAS:   
In TRANSIT ion 

 

 
 

Artists consider the future of urban transportation 
 

Katherine Gressel, curator 

SUBMISSION DEADLINE: MONDAY, JULY 1, 2013 
EXHIBITION DATES: SEPTEMBER 17, 2013-JANUARY 12, 2014 

 
LOCATIONS:   

1. OLD STONE HOUSE GALLERY, 3rd STREET BETWEEN 4th & 5th AVENUES, PARK SLOPE AND 
SURROUNDING WASHINGTON PARK/J.J. BYRNE PLAYGROUND 

2. 4th AVENUE TRAFFIC MEDIANS (FOR PUBLIC ART INSTALLATIONS) 
 

APPLICATION PACKET CONTENTS: 
I. Summary/Overview 

II. Exhibition sites: overview 
III. Application Procedures 

IV. – V. Exhibition sites: images and plans 
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I.  SUMMARY/OVERVIEW 

 
Above image: T.U.B. Park proposal for a Utopian Brooklyn playground, by artist collective Husk. 

Exhibited in the 2012 Brooklyn Utopias: Park Space, Play Space show 

Utopia: An ideal place or state. 
Imagine a “Brooklyn Utopia.”   

Brooklyn Utopias is an ongoing exhibit and event series, founded in 2009, in which artists, 
youth, activists, architects, designers and urban theorists consider differing visions of an 
ideal city through the “concrete” example of Brooklyn.  

Brooklyn Utopias: In TRANSITion is an exhibition and events series, planned for Fall 2013, 
inviting artists to respond to different visions of ideal urban transportation systems, or 
envision their own.  
 
Brooklyn and NYC pioneered, and were largely shaped by, mass transit, from early 
ferries and trolleys to modern subways and highways. Today, the growing need for 
reliable, affordable, and sustainable transportation has led to such local innovations as 
the New York Waterway Ferry, Bike Share and Brooklyn Greenway, and the grassroots 
work of groups like Transportation Alternatives. However, some Brooklyn neighborhoods 
disproportionately face transit service cuts and unsafe streets, as the entire city 
navigates fare hikes and battles over efficiency vs sustainability. Most recently, 
Hurricane Sandy has exposed the vulnerability of New York City’s existing system and 
raised additional questions about its future—while Grand Central Terminal celebrated its 
100th anniversary with an outpouring of art exhibitions and events.  
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How successful are our existing transportation systems and what additional innovations 
are possible? How can the city’s history of transportation inform its future? 

BU: In TRANSITion, planned for Brooklyn’s Old Stone House (OSH) and satellite public art 
sites (in partnership with the Department of Transportation), will invite artists to either 
critically respond to historic and contemporary ideals about urban transportation, or 
propose their own. Artwork can address conditions in Brooklyn, and/or other boroughs 
and cities. BU: In TRANSITion will also explore artists’ direct role in shaping the future of 
transit design by inviting transportation organizations that partner with artists to 
showcase their work.  
 
Artists and organizations are encouraged to submit proposals for new projects, or 
existing work that relates the theme. Projects in all media are welcome (though see 
“exhibition sites” section below for specific requirements). In addition to work for the 
exhibit, Artists and organizations may propose temporary outdoor projects or public 
performances, events, and talks to be held throughout the duration of the show’s run. 

 

Partners/Supporters 

Brooklyn Utopias: In TRANSITion is sponsored, in part, by the Greater New York Arts Development 
Fund of the New York City Department of Cultural Affairs, administered by Brooklyn Arts Council 
(BAC). 
 
 

                                                         

 
 
Programming and promotional support provided by The New York City Department of 
Transportation, Old Stone House & Washington Park, and Transportation Alternatives.  
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II. EXHIBITION SITES 

 
1. MAIN EXHBITION SITE: THE OLD STONE HOUSE & WASHINGTON PARK 

3rd street between 4th & 5th Avenues, Park Slope, Brooklyn 

The Old Stone House (OSH) is a historic site located in Park Slope’s Washington Park/J.J.  
Byrne Playground. The playground and house reconstruction were first designed by 
Robert Moses in the 1930s, but the land surrounding the house made history long before 
then as an 18th century Dutch farm; the site of the largest battle of the America 
Revolutionary War – the Battle of Brooklyn in August 1776, and as a 19th Century 
Brooklyn Dodgers practice field.   

Artists are highly encouraged to view the images and site plans in section IV, and visit 
the Old Stone House or its website, www.theoldstonehouse.org.  

You are welcome to contact Kim Maier, OSH Executive Director, directly at 
info@theoldstonehouse.org to make an appointment to visit the house or discuss 
specific installation needs. 

EXHIBIT SPECIFICATIONS: 

• Works will primarily be on display in OSH’s 2nd Floor Great Room gallery, though 
there may be potential for site-specific work in the park outside, gardens, 
stairwell, or lobby. Please visit brooklynutopias.wordpress.com or 
www.brooklynutopias.com and click on sample artworks/OSH exhibition images 
to see past exhibitions.   

• Most work shown in the OSH Great Room must be hung from ceiling hooks—the 
wall cannot support nails. It is possible to hang small monitors or projectors for 
video installations. With some exceptions, artists are responsible for obtaining 
their own AV equipment.   

• The Great Room is a multi-purpose space that will also be used for a variety of 
public and private events during the show’s run—therefore, work must be 
securely hung on walls or otherwise fastened to a permanent surface in the 
room. There is little space for 3-dimensional work indoors, though small three-
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dimensional installations are sometimes possible, i.e. on window sills, the stairway 
landing, or other furniture.  

• Outdoor work will be exhibited within 100 feet of the Old Stone House, and must 
be in keeping with Parks Department specifications for public art: 
http://www.nycgovparks.org/art-and-antiquities/temporary-guidelines 
Such projects should be discussed in advance with OSH Executive Director Kim 
Maier. Please note outdoor projects are vulnerable to both harsh weather 
conditions, and theft or vandalism as the park cannot provide 24-hour security.     

  

2. SATELLITE PUBLIC ART SITES: 4th AVENUE TRAFFIC MEDIANS BETWEEN 
PROSPECT & ATLANTIC AVENUES 

The NYC Department of  Transportation (DOT)’s Urban Art Arterventions program  is partnering 
with Brooklyn Utopias to commission public sculpture installations for nearby traffic medians on 
4th avenue (between Atlantic and Prospect Avenues), to be installed simultaneously with, and as 
an extension of, the main OSH gallery exhibition. These installations should relate to the Brooklyn 
Utopais: In TRANSITion theme; enliven 4th Avenue; and, when possible, engage the surrounding 
communities. Artists may propose work for one or several of the 12 medians. Our top priority is to 
install artwork on the 4th Street median across from OSH.The medians at Union Street, 9th Street, 
and Butler Street are also high priorities.  

Artists are highly encouraged to visit the DOT Urban Art website to learn more about its public art 
program: http://www.nyc.gov/html/dot/html/pedestrians/urbanart.shtml#arterventions 

And to view past successful Arterventions projects on Flickr: 
http://www.flickr.com/photos/nycstreets/collections/72157625141972277/ 

Artists may contact Emily Colasacco,  Manager, DOT Urban Art at 
ecolasacco@dot.nyc.gov with specific questions or to arrange a site visit.  
 

EXHIBIT SPECIFICATIONS: 

• Vertical sculptures are most appropriate at these locations.  

• Sculptures need to be installed in the center of most of these medians  

• Due to the time frame, it is recommended that artists propose bringing sculptures 
that are already completed to these sites, but artists may also propose new work 
that can be completed and installed within the exhibition time frame. 

• Finalists for these sites, identified by the Brooklyn Utopias selection jury, will be 
subject to additional review/approvals by the DOT.  

• These sculptures may remain onsite for up to 6 months. Artists may also propose 
more temporary work.  
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III. SUMBISSION PROCEDURE  

DEADLINE: JULY 1, 2013, 11:59pm 

** Artists are welcome to email the curator at katherinegressel@gmail.com to discuss 
initial ideas before the deadline ** 

Submit the following to katherinegressel@gmail.com via email. Please title the email 
subject line with “Brooklyn Utopias Submission”  

 Artist Resume (as a word or pdf file) Please make sure your resume includes the 
following information: 

• Name 
• Address 
• Phone 
• Email 
• Website or link to information about your work (if available)  

 
 1-2 page proposal  (as a word or pdf file). Please include the following: 

• Project description (250 words max.). Please describe how your project will 
address the exhibition theme of urban transportation.   

• Installation plan/logistics (250 words max): Please describe any special 
needs for installing and presenting your work, as well as size, materials, etc.   

All public art/DOT Artreventions applicants must also include 
maintenance requirements and plans, and, if applicable, any plans for 
community involvement in project development and installation. 

• Artist Statement/bio (150 words max)  

• Approximate budget, if you will be seeking funding—please summarize 
your main financial needs for carrying out your proposed project. The 
budget need not be detailed at this stage, but should contain an 
estimate of main expenses. May be within your proposal document, or as 
a separate excel spreadsheet. Please note that funding to cover project 
expenses at either site is not guaranteed and is dependent on successful 
fundraising.   

All public art/DOT Artreventions applicants MUST submit a project budget. 

 5-8 images that relate to your proposed project: at least 2 samples of past work. 
You may also submit proposal sketches. Images should be submitted as JPEGs, 
approx. 600 X 800px, resolution 72 dpi, and with file names that correspond to 
viewing order and your image script (ex: Lastname_Firstname_01).  
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All DOT Artreventions applicants MUST submit renderings of their proposed 
public art projects for the traffic medians, including site plans and 
photoshopped images of the project onsite (see site images in Section V). 

 A corresponding image script (as a word or pdf file) labeling each image with 
image number, title, dimensions, medium, year and any relevant information. 

SELECTION PROCESS 
Top proposals will be reviewed by a committee. Traffic median proposals will undergo 
additional review by the DOT. Proposals will be selected based on the following criteria: 

• Artistic merit of proposal and work samples  

• Relevance of proposed project to “In TRANSITion” theme and Brooklyn/NYC 
communities 

• Feasibility of installation in proposed project site(s), and with available 
funding. For public art projects, this includes durability—i.e. ability to withstand 
harsh outdoor weather conditions. 

LATE OR INCOMPLETE PROPOSALS MAY NOT BE CONSIDERED.   
 
TIMELINE 

• Final proposals due by 11:59pm EST Monday, July 1, 2013. 

• Artists will be notified of their selection the week of July 15, 2013.   

• Installation/artwork drop-off dates:  Between September 8-15 (TBD) 

• Exhibition opening reception: Tuesday, September 17, 2013  

FUNDING AND LOGISTICS  

• Artists will be primarily responsible for transporting their work, and any artists 
with work other than 2-dimensional, framed hanging work are responsible for 
their own installation/de-installation.  

• We hope to provide a small stipend towards project expenses to each 
participating artist who submits a budget request. This is pending successful 
fundraising, however. 

• For artists installing public art on the traffic medians that will last for 3+ months, 
funding is available from the DOT Artreventions program. Exact amount per 
artist will depend on number of installations, and artists’ submitted budgets, 
but is not expected to exceed $1000-$2500 per artist. 

• Artists will be encouraged to participate actively in a kickstarter or other 
individual fundraising campaign to help raise funds for the exhibition as a 
whole, or to undertake their own individual fundraising campaigns. 
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IV. SITE PHOTOS & PLANS: OLD STONE HOUSE 

 

Old Stone House West (facing 4thth Avenue) and East (facing 4th Avenue) facades—
including recent public art installations by Leon Reid IV and Tamara Gayer 
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Old Stone House 2nd floor “Great Room” gallery space. Installation view: Brooklyn Utopias: Park 
Space, Play Space exhibition, 2012 

 

 

Wall facing Old Stone House stairwell with 2009 Brooklyn Utopias? installation by 
Eduardo Alexander Rabel
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V. SITE PHOTOS & PLANS: 4th AVENUE MEDIANS 

 

Sample medians at 4th Avenue & Union St.   
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